02 February 2016
Dear Parents, Carers, & Staff
Please read the attached letter from Councillor Miranda Williams, the Cabinet Member for Children’s Services
at the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
The letter describes the local authority’s perspective on the state of education in the country, and is clear
about the need for Greenwich schools to carefully consider the future. Essentially, all secondary schools will be
academies by the year 2020, and the authority calls on its governors to carefully consider their options.
The John Roan’s best interest will be served by governors taking an active role in any academisation process,
which is something that Councillor Williams makes clear. The alternative would be to await an imposed
assignment to some academy chain by anonymous officials who have no vested interest in our pupils or our
staff. This doesn’t bear thinking about, and would be failing the school and its future.
Consequently, in order to meet our legal and moral obligations, The John Roan governors decided last night to
form a working group to investigate the options available to us for becoming an academy. It is to report back
to the full Governing Board at its next meeting on 26 March 2016. Note that other Greenwich primary and
secondary schools are carrying out similar exercises, so we are not alone in having to formulate a strategy to
navigate the complex educational landscape.
You are of course welcome to submit your comments to governors@thejohnroan.greenwich.sch.uk, or via
written letter sent to the school. The working party will consider these.
Additionally, if parents and carers wish to meet with governors to ask questions and make their views known
in a public forum, we invite you to meet with governors at Maze Hill on 10 March 2016 at 7:30pm. A reminder
will be sent out nearer that date. Another meeting for staff will be arranged separately. Note that these are
information sessions; they are not part of a formal consultation.
The John Roan is proud to be a state comprehensive, but we believe that we can’t maintain this status forever.
We must change, but in doing so the governors are committed to achieving an outcome that is best for our
pupils, and that preserves the special ethos of our school and recognises and respects its dedicated staff.
Sincerely,
The John Roan Governors
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